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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 18th. 

I'm Mike Tambasco with the World Trade 

Center Task Force. We're conducting an 

interview with Firefighter THOMAS HANSARD of 

Engine 209 at the quarters of Engine 209. 

The interview is beginning at 1438 hours. 

Q. Tom, I just ask you to tell us your 
story. 

A. I was here at work, changing tours. 
They said that an airplane hit the World Trade 
Center. We went up on the roof, because from the 
roof you can see the World Trade. 

Q. That's right. 

A. We got up on the roof and saw the 
explosion, not knowing that it was a second plane 
hitting the World Trade Center. As the explosion 
came in, the box came in and we responded to the 
World Trade Center. I had the backup position on 
the engine, and we went. 

We went over -- there was a little bit 
of traffic on Park Avenue. We got down to the 
Brooklyn Bridge where we took it quickly, and 
they had the Brooklyn Bridge wide open for us. 


No cars, just us and police. 
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We pulled over and we came across 
Chambers Street. We came straight down Trinity 
and we stopped at the corner of Trinity and 
Liberty, which 217 was parked right on this 
corner and 230 was on this corner, and we stopped 
on this corner. 

We got out and picked up our equipment, 
our Scotts and extra air bottles and hose, and we 
started to walk down Liberty Street towards -- 


Q. The World Trade Center? 


A. -- the tower. 
Q. So you were walking west. Okay. 
A. As we walked down to the tower, we went 


to 10 and 10, thinking that that was the command 
center. 

Q. Okay. Right. 

A. It wasn't the command center. They 
told us to go down onto West Street, Liberty and 
West, which was the command center. So now we 
walked down the block, and walking on this block 
there were people waving at us and jumping. We 
walked through like body parts and all of this 
stuff on the street, littered on the street. We 


passed a guy, Suhr, from 216, his helmet and his 
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stuff was down, and guys took him away. 

From there we came down to Washington. 
Something was in the street there. We cut up 
Washington, and we went down Cedar, and then we 
came back up West Street. 

Q. You came back around up West. Okay. 

A. We were standing right here on this 
corner, and the lieutenant from 219 was looking 
for the command post. We stopped right there 
while he went to check in at the command post 
when we were standing there. 

As we stood there, another member said, 
"Let's move a little bit," because a lot of stuff 
was falling on us. We moved about 20 feet. Once 
we moved that 20 feet, the first tower came down. 

Q. You were like right on West Street and 
Liberty, right there? 

A. We were like right here, West Street 
and Liberty, and we ran across here to in front 
of the building here, which was like One Federal 
plaza. 

Q. That's the one that the walkway goes 
across to. 


A. Yeah. 
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Q. Right. 

A. The walkway, we were under it and like 
over here. I don't know where it is. We just 
ran across the highway or street or whatever it 
is, and two guys ran into the revolving door but 
it was locked. I just stood up against the side 
of the building, and I found a little corner in 
front of the building, and the building came 
down. 

It started coming down. We ran just 
there. The building just came down. I stood 
there. We didn't Know what to do or whatever. 
Then the next thing, the asbestos or whatever was 
coming and you couldn't breathe, couldn't see. 

It just took forever before you could 
do anything. I don't know in time how long it 
took or whatever. But when it finally cleared, I 
got up out of my little corner, and I heard a 
cop's radio, which was right near me, and I dug 
about a foot or 18 inches of cement, looking for 
some cop underneath this. I didn't find him; I 
just found the radio. 

Q. Just the radio. 


A. I found two other guys, two guys that 
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were with me, Frank Dileo and Mike Minogue. They 
went into that revolving door, and the cop came 
in and Frank took his night stick and busted the 
window in order to get into the -- 

Q. Revolving door? 

A. Yeah. So they were good. Then Todd 
made it around the corner of that building. I 
didn't know he could run that fast. It was 
coming out so quickly. It was just get as far as 
you could. 

Now the four of us met up, and Frankie 
was blind from -- 

Q. Dust and other stuff in his eyes? 
A. I was half blind, and my eyes were all 
blurry. Todd, I don't know that he was okay. 

We regrouped, and we were going to the 
tower now to look for survivors. We didn't know 
where our officer was or whatever that we were 
looking for. No sooner than we started, the 
tower -- we regrouped like on this corner. 

Q. Down by Albany Street. 
A. Yeah. We ended up going this way to 
look for something. I don't know why we ended up 


over -- 
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Q. Towards the water, westbound. 

A. I think over here there was a bar over 
there and there were people running all over the 
place. 

We regrouped there. Then it's like, 
okay, we're going back to the building to look 
for survivors. As we were going back towards the 
building, the second tower came down. I just 
stood there in shock. We were further away from 
the second tower. 

I sat there, and I couldn't believe 
that I was watching this antenna come down. Then 
finally somebody just grabbed me, and I went back 
into the building. There's a bar over there. 

Q. Right. 

A. After that cleared up, however long 
that took, then we went back, trying to get into 
tower -- 

Q. The south tower? 

A. Right. And I ran into -- who was it? 
Was it Cruthers? Mike Cruthers? I knew him from 
like -- he didn't know who I was. I was just 
asking him what we could do, because being backup 


I had no radio, I had no communication. I didn't 
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know what was going on. 

We were going back towards there, and 
all of the rigs now and the EMS and everything 
was on fire. People were running. It was -- 

Q. Pandemonium? 

A. Yeah. We were trying to figure out 
what to do. Now I think where the hotel was -- 

Q. Right, where Three World Trade Center 
was. 

A. That was all down. We were climbing 
over the rubble. We were trying to get -- from 
there we were trying to get into the lobby and 
climb over all this rubble and get into this 


lobby, because there were reports that there were 


firemen. 
Q. Trapped. 
A. -- trapped by some elevator bank. When 


we were going up there, there was fire burning. 
I don't know if it was Liberty Street or what, 
but you could see down maybe four floors to the 
street. You're climbing over the rubble, and 
you're trying to get in place. 

We had no water pressure. We had some 


hose lines run. There was no water pressure, and 
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we were just trying to put the fire out and make 
a push. 

From there some squad guys and some 
rescue guys came in, and they were taking over 
after this report. From there it was like just 
trying to search for hours. Finally I walked 
away like hours later. Time didn't really mean a 
whole lot. 

Q. Right. 

A. I went and I was looking for my rig on 
Trinity. I ran into another guy that was on 
light duty at Metrotech. He came, and we walked, 
looking -- we walked back up Cedar back to 
Trinity, looking for our rig, and I didn't find 
it. And I was looking for the chauffeur. 

He left. He was hurting. I came back 
to this section I think where Rescue 4 was. 

Q. The north tower. 

A. Yeah, in the middle somewhere. 


Q. The middle. 


A. I found our rig over there, like 
right -- maybe it was back here. 
Q. I've got you, right here, away from the 


buildings on the other side of West. 
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A. I don't know how it got here and then 
over to there. But it was there, and it was 
pumping to tower ladders and to hand lines from 
the marine unit, which was over here somewhere. 


So since I'm the chauffeur, I just took 


it over. 
Q. Right. 
A. You know, the guys -- you know we have 


a new rig. I pumped until like 1:30 that night. 
The new rig has a computer throttle, and every 
time we lost water it overcompensated for itself 
and it started overheating. Then everything was 
clogged from -- 

Q. The soot and debris? 

A. Yeah, the debris. It started smoking 
real bad. The chief said take it out of there. 
I took it out, and another rig took my spot. I 
just parked it over here. There's like a walkway 
back here. 

I drove the rig down like here and left 

it here for a while. 

Q. Like by that Merrill Lynch building, 
around the back, closer to the water? 


A. Yeah, because there were boats and a 
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walkway. I left it there for a couple more 
hours. 

I grouped up with all the guys from the 
company, and we all were here just for a while, 
because guys came in. Everyone regroups and 
(inaudible). They were going in and out and 
doing whatever. 

I had enough. It was like 1:30. I was 
there from like 9:15 or 9:20 before the tower. I 
had enough. They took the chauffeur away to the 
hospital. They took Frankie to the hospital. 
They took Todd to the hospital. So it was just 
me and Mike left. 

So me and Mike got on the rig around 
1:00, 1:30, and we brought it back to the 
firehouse. We had nothing. All our hose was 
taken off the rig, all the equipment. You know, 
guys just took whatever they could use. When we 
came here, we restocked the rig. 

From there, I called 230 and there were 
guys that came in and were just hanging here. 
They came over and -- 

Q. They got on your rig? 


A. Yeah. They helped me, because I was 
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worried about the overheating. We washed out all 
of the filters and whatever we could do when we 
got it here to get it running better. They were 
going to help us ride, and we got the rig back in 
service. 

The lieutenant from 230, he came in. I 
figured I'd let him be the boss. We went back to 
the dispatcher, and the dispatcher sent us back 
out at about 5. Then we went back at 5:00. When 
we went back again, it was just trying to search 
and looking for people. 

I was pumping water -- at that time I 
was the chauffeur, and we parked back like 
Broadway. There were rigs there. We just parked 
our rig. I didn't even want to pump from ours. 

I used the other rigs. Actually I was pumping 
three rigs. I'm trying to think of the numbers. 
There were three rigs relaying water. 

Q. All the way up from Broadway? 

A. Yeah. Even further than Broadway, 
because one was down Broadway and Vesey? 

Q. Yeah, Vesey, right around in here. 

A. That relayed to here, and then that was 


relaying to another one, which was like right on 
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this corner. 

Q. By the cemetery? 

A. They were supplying two towers and a 
hand line. 

I had to make sure, because this one 
was running out of fuel. Then the one I was in 
was running out of fuel. I was just one 
chauffeur with three -- actually I had four rigs. 

Q. Running, running, running. 

A. Right. The guys went -- they did 
whatever they could. But I was pretty much from 
there on the street. 

By then somebody came, sanitation or 
transit, to fuel me up. So we got them all 
fueled, and we just hung out there, because I'm 
sitting there ready to go. I'm sitting there 
saying that things must be organized. These guys 
must Know that I'm -- I'm thinking I'm here doing 
regular fire and I'd be out of there by 9 or 
10:00. I ended up being there until like 4 
o'clock. 

We went back here and just back to 
regular. We went back again. 


Q. When did you eventually get home? 
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A. That night on the 12th I got home maybe 
around 5:00. I got home at 5 because it was my 
girlfriend's daughter's birthday. I picked her 
up later, and we went to eat. We passed like 105 
and 219. They had their street closed off. I 
stopped in there, because I know all the guys 
there. We went to eat, and by then it was like 
the next day. 

Basically that's what happened. 

Q. Well, Tom, unless you've got anything 
else you want to add to it, any feelings like 
that -- like I said, it's going down as a 
history, so it's up to you if you want to say 
anything else; if not -- 

A. It was just very unorganized. All of 
the bosses were killed, so no one knew what to 
do. 

Q. Right. 

A. Just the way the manpower was and all 
of the reports that you heard, they said we were 
under attack. It was like, look, you've got to 
do this, you've got to get ready for the next 
one. We heard all kinds of stories. 


Q. Sure. 
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A. The truck was told to go through the 
Battery Tunnel, which saved their lives, and they 
had to walk through the Battery Tunnel. So by 
the time they walked through, everything fell. 

Q. It was down already. 

A. Then we're here reports that they blew 
up the Brooklyn Bridge. We're like, wow, we just 
came across the bridge. You know what I'm 
saying? I expected worse. I just think that the 
organization was -- like guys coming in off duty 
or whatever, manpower, everything has to run even 
in the chaos. 

Q. Right, right. 

A. When we got back to Bed Stuy, there was 
no one here. If there was a small fire or 
whatever it would spread -- the rest of the city 
was left defenseless. The building was way too 
big. We had the one years ago. I felt that they 
should have torn it down or do whatever then and 
spread out. The rest of the city, like around 
here, is vacant, vacant warehouses and property. 

Q. They could use a few buildings around 
here. 


A. Yeah. And it's close to the Wall 
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Street area. Now that Metrotech is being built 
up, people are looking on this side of the river. 
Q. Right. 
A. That's basically all I have to say. 
Q. All right, Tom. Listen, thanks a lot 
for your interview? 
MR. TAMBASCO: The interview concludes 


at 1459 hours. 


